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SUBJECT: GOE/USSR TRADE RELATIONS 

1. OVER WEEK-END, CAIRO PRESS HAS HAD SEVERAL ARTICLES ABOUT 
BRIGHTENING PROSPECTS FOR GOE/USSR ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS. 

2. ON OCTOBER 27, PRESS REPORTED MEETING IN CAIRO BETWEEN 
EGYPTIAN ELECTRIC POWER ORGANIZATION AND SOVIET TEAM CONCERNING 
POSSIBLE SOVIET SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT FOR RENOVATION OF ASWAN HIGH DAM 
ELECTRIC POWER STATION. ON FOLLOWING DAY GOE/USSR COMMITTEE WAS 
REPORTEDLY SET UP TO REVIEW DRAFT TRADE PROTOCOL DRAWN UP IN CAIRO 
AT MEETING OCT 27 BETWEEN MINISTER OF TRADE AND SOVIET COMMERCIAL 
ATTACHE. PROTOCOL FOR 1974 WILL, ACCORDING TO PRESS, BE SIGNED 
DURING BREZHNEV'S JANUARY VISIT TO CAIRO. MINISTER OF TRADE 

WAS ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE ASKED EGYPTIAN COTTON ORGANIZATION TO 
SEND 17,500 KANTARS OF COTTON TO USSR. 

3. IN PRESS CONFERENCE FEATURED IN ALL CAIRO PAPERS OCT 29, 

GOE MIN PLANNING ABDALLAH ANNOUNCED USSR HAS AGREED RECHANNEL 
SOVIET LOANS AMOUNTING TO 250 MILLION RUBLES TO NEW PROJECTS, 

SINCE THOSE FOR WHICH LOANS HAD BEEN EARMARKED HAD LATER BEEN 
FOUND UNSUITABLE. HE ADDED THAT USSR WILL PARTICIPATE IN 
INTERIM DEVELOPMENT PLAN, CONTRIBUTING 59 MILLION OF TOTAL 
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ESTIMATED REQUIREMENT OF L.E. 468 MILLION. EGYPT WILL BUILD 
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TWO NUCLEAR POWER STATIONS WITH USG AND SOVIET HELP. 

4. IN REPLY TO QUESTION, MIN PLANNING SAID THAT DURING FAHMY'S 
MOSCOW VISIT IN MID-OCTOBER USSR HAD DEMONSTRATED READINESS TO 
OFFER LOAN FACILITIES OF 300 MILLION RUBLES DURING GOE FIVE-YEAR 
PLAN (1975-1980). 
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